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THE LOTUS MAGAZINE 



women the vote, and so prove that they 
take them seriously at last, they have the 
right to speak plainly on this matter. The 
feminine influence upon art has been bad. 
Let us admit that it has been the result of 
a bad masculine influence upon women, 
that it has been supreme because men have 
become philistine; but the fact remains 
that it has been bad. Art must be taken 
seriously if it is to be worth anything. It 
must be the expression of what is serious 



and real in the human mind. But all this 
feminine art has expressed, and has tried 
to glorify, something false and worthless. 
Therefore it has been ugly, and we are all 
sick of its ugliness. We look to women, 
now that they are equalled with men by 
an act of legal justice, to deliver us from 
it. They disown the Pompadour in fact; 
let them disown her in art. 

The Times, London. 



PRAETERITA 
By Arthur F. Bell 



Old times were best: the days when any port 
Was port because it said so on the label; 
When breakfast found one hungry as it ought, 
Nor dinner chained one sleepy to the table; 
Ere yet one's stumbling feet a pathway sought 
On downward slopes, before one's ears the babel 
Of jarring creeds had callous deafness taught; 
When Monday said Kate fair and Tuesday Mabel: 

Old times were best. 

When Pegasus could prance and soar and snort, 
No heaving cab-horse straining toward his stable; 
Before each wind the tocsin clearer brought 
That knells old age a truth and death a fable. 
Before, in fine, one nursed at all the thought: 
"Old times were best." 

The Candid Friend, London. 



